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December 17, 2021 

Dear Bentley Community, 

As you know, the Genesee County Health Department is making a strong recommendation for 
masks effective December 22nd. However, given the rise in COVID-19 cases across the county 
coupled with the upcoming holiday, the Bentley Community Schools Board of Education has 
decided that we will continue to mask through the end of the first semester, which is Friday, 
January 21st.  

It is of the utmost importance that we keep our community safe. We will continue to encourage 
social distancing, hand washing, use of the classroom air purifiers, and excellent cleaning 
practices. We recognize that while people in the medical community have been wearing masks 
for years through long shifts, it is not everybody’s preferred method of work. Like you, we look 
forward to making masks a recommendation. However, with the anticipated spike following the 
holidays, this measure will help us bridge that gap.  

My hope is that as we continue forward, we can come together for our kids and our families, that 
we can focus on that which is good and not those topics that have become so divisive. I 
recognize that while we want the holidays to be “storybook perfect,” they bring their own stress. 
And while it isn’t perfect for anybody, it is hoped that you are able to appreciate what you do 
have. This may feel cliché to some, but for many of us, we have come to realize—firsthand or by 
association to those who are struggling this holiday season—the ways in which we are fortunate. 

We do our best to look out for each other here in Bentley—whether at Barhitte, the Middle 
School, the High School, or on the busses. We recognize our kids are gifts—and so, too, are the 
many adults who send them to us each day and those who receive them here at school. May all of 
you have a relaxing and healthy holiday and we look forward to beginning the new year on 
January 3rd. 

Wishing you peace and joy, 

 

Dr. Kristy Spann 

Superintendent 
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